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Murdering and capturing innocent people followed by massive 

destruction and indiscriminate killing in Israel-Palestine have shocked 

the world and affected public opinions. It  has confused many, including 

Christians, or polarized their views into often opposing views. Who is 

right or which position should be chosen? The following 12 points are 

intended as a guide for reflection. 

1. The Christian faith focuses on Christ only, according to the famous adage that 

summarizes the pillars of the  Reformation: ‘solus Christus’ (Acts 4:12). So, this 

does not provide for a focus on Christ plus anything or anyone else. He is the 

second Person of the divine Trinity and He does not tolerate the worship of 

anything or anyone beside Him or instead of Him. The Old Testament refers to 

this with the first two commandments of the Decalogue (Exodus 20:3, 4; 

Deuteronomy 5:7, 8. The New Testament illustrates this in, for example, Matthew 

17:8 and Hebrews 12:2. 



2. God chose Abraham and then the nation of Israel (Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Psalm 

147:20; Isaiah 41:8) to serve as a demonstrative model for His loving plan of 

salvation for all nations and all people.i The people of Israel had 12 tribes. After 

the exiles, most of them were absorbed by the multitude of nations, beyond 

recognition. However, God continued to show His plan of salvation through the 

returned Judean (Jewish) remnant of Israel, which through Mary was the 

instrument for Him to give birth to His Son as Saviour of the world (John  3:16, 

17, 4:42; 1 John 2:2, 4:14).   

3. There has been no ethnic or national restoration of the entire Old Testament 

people of that name for thousands of years. In any case, prophecies about the 

gathering  of the ‘whole house of Israel’ as in Ezekiel 36 and 37 cannot refer to 

the establishment of the modern state of Israel, which is secular in nature. 

4. The name of the modern state of Israel does not cover biblical Israel, but was 

chosen by representatives of the Jewish people in 1948 to designate the Jewish 

state. International law recognizes the state’s right to exist under that name. Friend 

and foe of Israel must respect that. 

5. The Jewish people primarily exist because of the survival of the Jewish faith, 

Judaism. It is a religion that, unfortunately,  distances itself from Jesus Christ. It 

is regrettable, however, that Western ‘Christian’ culture, ignoring Jesus’ 

command to also love the Jews and make them jealous (Matthew 22:34-40; 

Romans 10:19, 11:14), considered this as a reason for expressing anti-Semitism 

and replacement theories that led to it. At the same time, the Christian faith does 

not allow to make Israel religiously special, and to elevate or idolize Israel.ii 

6. Scholars have not been able to provide conclusive evidence for the proposition 

that the entire Jewish people of today would be descended via DNA from the Jews 

in the time of Jesus.iii 

7. The assumption that God has promised a lasting exceptional religious position 

and future to the Jews as His specific people in His plan for the world and mankind 

did not arise until around 1600, first among English and Scottish Puritans and then 

in North America among Evangelicals, in the Netherlands within the ‘Further 

Reformation’ and in Germany within the ‘Pietismus’.iv  

8. From a Christocentric hermeneutic principle, the Bible does not provide any 

foundation for the abovementioned interpretation of the Old Testament promises 

for Israel.v Moreover, if one continues to insist on that interpretation, one should 

also apply particularly to the Jewish people the judgment threats announced in the 

Old Testament. But that would extraordinary punish Jews for the sin of unbelief 

in Christ, making pogroms, the Holocaust and the Hamas murders theoretically 

(theologically) explicable or acceptable. Few Christians want to draw that nasty 

consequence from their desire of making Israel religiously special. 



9. The assumption of an enduring religious status of separateness for the Jewish 

people has been developed by some Christians into a hermeneutical principle, a 

key to the interpretation of certain individual biblical texts and ultimately of the 

entire Bible.  

10. Other Christians think this is wrong. They appeal to the Ancient Church and 

the Reformation, which interpreted Scripture on the principle that God’s promises 

and announcements of judgment for Israel in the Scriptures have received their 

essential meaning and fulfilment in Christ and are therefore only explainable from 

Him and valid in Him for all nations.vi God’s ‘irrevocable’ faithfulness (Romans 

11:29) and all  His promises are in Christ ‘yes and in Him amen’ (2 Corinthians 

1:20) for all mankind (Matthew 28:19). So it is with God’s judgments (Romans 

14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

11. With this interpretation, they want to do justice to the coherence of the whole 

of Scripture.vii It follows that the name ‘Israel’, as used by Paul in, for example, 

Romans 11:26,viii refers to the ‘Israel of God’ (Galatians 6:16; Ephesians 2:14, 

which consists of all believers of Christ of all times and places, of all nations, 

including, of course, all of the Jewish people who believe in Him (Romans 11:1). 

The true children of Abraham are Jews and Gentiles for whom the promises of 

God’s covenant of grace have become effective through faith in Christ (Matthew 

3:9; Romans 9:6-8; Galatians 3:7, 14, 26-29).  

12. There are, therefore, two principles of interpretation (Christ-plus or Christ-

alone), which are mutually exclusive. The choice to be made has spiritual, 

theological, ecclesiastical and political consequences.ix  
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